EXPOSITORY WRITING 101:

Critical Thinking and Writing

Defining Identity in Self and Society

Course: EXP101, Fall 2008

Classroom: SMI 320

Wednesday/Friday

Instructor: Gregory Farber

Office: Morison 128

Office Hours:  Friday 11:15-1:15

Required Texts

Sonia Maasik & Jack Solomon, Signs of Life in the U.S.A.  Fifth Edition.

Diana Hacker, A Writer’s Reference.  Sixth Edition.
As we move through life we define ourselves in a variety of ways.  Sometimes we define ourselves by our uniqueness.  Other times we use the cultures and subcultures in which we live to help define us.  Some of the questions we will explore as the semester progresses are: How do we define ourselves?  How do we define others?  How do we define the various cultures of which we are a part?  Are these definitions always accurate?  How do our definitions of identity change over time?  How do these changes affect us, how do we affect them, and how do they influence the larger world in which we live? 

Course Description

I suspect that in many previous English or writing classes, you may have focused on writing purely as a means of expression, as a way to present ideas once they have been fully developed.  However, writing is also a way to get at those ideas.  It can be a means by which those ideas are generated, examined, and fleshed out.  In this course we will explore writing as a tool to sort through issues and as a method of formulating, developing, and refining arguments and ideas.  Good writing is as much about quality thinking as it is about putting words down on the page.

I believe that there are several components necessary to develop one’s own writing abilities.  One needs to read others’ work – this includes work from published authors as well as one’s peers; one needs to analyze these texts, finding sections that work and others that don’t; and, obviously, one needs to write.  Because all of these aspects of writing can benefit from discussion and the thoughtful exchange of ideas, this class will not be a lecture.  It will primarily be a workshop and forum for discussion.  The focus of this class is not to simply present finished works or fully formed ideas.  Because writing, contrary to popular belief, is not something that must happen alone and in a vacuum, the structure of this class will be one in which we will discuss, debate, analyze, and explore a variety of texts, including your own.  
Because thinking and discussing are such important aspects of the writing process, class time will only infrequently be used for the actual act of writing.  I will at times ask you to write short pieces in class, however, most often our meetings will be used for the discussion of ideas and of texts, both those you are writing and those you are in the process of reading.  Even if no writing ever takes place in the classroom, some of students’ most important work frequently happens there, and as such, it is essential that you be at, and participate in, every class.

Final Notes
For any class to be successful it must maintain some degree of fluidity.  While I have given you an outline of structure of the class, please be aware that changes can and will be made throughout the course of the semester in order to make our time together more beneficial and productive for everyone involved.

Also, please note that some of the materials we read or view, those brought in my myself or by those in the class, may contain material – language, images, or content – that some may find objectionable.  If this is of concern to you, please talk to me immediately at the beginning of the semester.   

Finally, and most importantly, if you have any problems or concerns as the semester progresses, please contact me.  I can be reached by phone and email, and I keep regular office hours.  If there is an issue, please approach me as soon as it arises.  

EXPOSITORY WRITING 101:

COURSE POLICIES
Attendance/Class Participation
· You must attend every class and participate actively and meaningfully in class work and discussions.  

· You will be held responsible for all work and information covered in class.

Preparedness

· You must arrive on time and prepared.  This means having your paper printed, having the appropriate texts, and being ready to actively participate in exercises, workshops, or discussions.

· Laptops are not allowed in class.

Assignments

· Assignments are due at the beginning of every class period.

· All assignments should be typed and free from grammatical and typographical errors.  

· I do not accept late work.

· I do not accept work that is emailed to me.

· All assignments are due on their due date, regardless of whether or not you are in class.  Missing class is not an excuse for turning in work late.

Rewrites

· I will accept rewrites of any papers (not preparatory work).

· All rewrites must be turned in with the original draft with my comments or they will not be accepted.

· I expect any rewrites to be thorough; changing only the mechanical issues I point out will not change your grade. 

News Assignments/Blackboard

· One ongoing assignment will be to regularly read online articles and post your analysis of them on Blackboard.  You will need to regularly check our Blackboard site to post assignments and replies.  

· Additionally, I will keep your assignments posted on Blackboard.

Grading

· I grade rigorously; a B is a good grade.

· You will not earn an A for mediocre work.

Grade Breakdown

· Attendance/Participation: 20%

· News Assignments: 10%

· Preparatory Assignments: 20%

· Longer Papers: 50%

· Summary 5%

· Advertisement Analysis: 15%

· Synthesis: 15%

· Final Paper: 15%
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	Thurs., Aug. 28
	Introduction
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Wed., Sept. 3
	Discuss: Academic Honesty
	
	
	

	 
	Assignment: Paper #1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Fri., Sept. 5
	Due: Paper#1, Discuss: Close reading/skimming
	

	 
	Assignment: Read "The Shock of Education" p.420
	 

	Wed., Sept. 10
	Discuss: Close reading/skimming, "The Shock of Education"
	

	 
	Assignment: Read "Educating by Design" p.697
	 

	Fri., Sept. 12
	Discuss: Summary, "Educating by Design"
	
	

	 
	Assignment: Read "Against School" handout, Summary Draft 1
	 

	Wed., Sept. 17
	Due: Summary Draft 1, Discuss: "Against School," Argument/Structure
	

	 
	Assignment: Read "Men's Men…" p.161, "Counterculture Consumerism" p.136

	Fri., Sept. 19
	Discuss: "Men's Men…" "Counterculture..."
	
	

	 
	Assignment: Ad Analysis Draft 1, Read "Blue Jeans" p.101
	 

	Wed., Sept 24
	Due: Summary Draft 2, Discuss: "Blue Jeans"
	
	

	 
	Assignment: Grammar Presentations
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Fri., Sept. 26
	Due: Ad Analysis Draft 1, Discuss: Revising v. Editing
	
	
	
	
	

	Wed., Oct. 1
	Due: Grammar Presentations
	 
	 
	 

	Fri., Oct. 3
	Guest Speaker
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Wed., Oct. 8
	Workshop Ad Analysis Draft 1
	 
	 
	 

	Fri., Oct. 10
	Workshop Ad Analysis Draft 1
	 
	 
	 

	Wed., Oct. 15
	Due: Ad Analysis Draft 2, Discuss: Gender identity in ads
	

	 
	Assignment: Read "Don't Let Social Notions..." p.482 "I Won.  I'm Sorry" p.439

	Fri., Oct. 17
	Discuss: "Don't Let Social Notions…," "I Won. I'm Sorry," class identity  
	

	 
	Assignment: Read "Class and Virtue" p.368
	 
	 

	Wed., Oct. 22
	Discuss: Synthesis, "Class and Virtue"
	
	

	 
	Assignment: Synthesis essay
	 
	 
	 

	Fri., Oct. 24
	Due: Synthesis Introduction
	
	
	

	 
	Individual Meetings
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Wed., Oct. 29
	Due: Synthesis Introduction
	
	
	

	
	Individual Meetings
	
	
	
	

	Fri., Oct. 31
	Discuss: Using quotes and support
	 
	 
	 

	Wed., Nov. 5
	Due: Synthesis Draft 1
	
	
	
	

	 
	Workshop Synthesis Draft 1
	 
	 
	 

	Fri., Nov. 7
	Discuss: Final paper, Continue workshopping Synthesis Draft 1
	

	 
	Assignment: Final paper introduction/annotated bibliography
	 

	Wed., Nov. 12
	Due: Synthesis Draft 2, MEET IN LIBRARY
	
	

	 
	Assignment: Read "The Progress Paradox" p.400  "What Makes Superman…" p.744 

	Fri., Nov. 14
	Discuss: "Prog. Paradox," "What Makes Superman…, Annotated Bibliographies"

	Wed., Nov. 19
	Due: Introduction/annotated bibliography
	 
	 

	Fri., Nov. 21
	Due: Final Paper Draft 1
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	Wed., Nov 26
	NO CLASS -- Happy Thanksgiving!
	 
	 
	 

	Fri., Nov. 28
	NO CLASS -- Happy Thanksgiving!
	 
	 
	 

	Wed., Dec. 3
	Oral Presentations
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Fri., Dec. 5
	Oral Presentations
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