EXPOSITORY WRITING 201:

Advanced Inquiry in Writing

Technology and Culture

Course: EXP201, Spring 2009

Wednesday/Friday: 8:30-9:45, Room: SMI 304

Instructor: Greg Farber-Mazor

Office: Morison 128

Office Hours: Wednesdays 11:15-1:15

Required Texts

Everything Bad is Good for You, Steven Johnson 

The Dumbest Generation, Mark Bauerlein
The Best of Technology Writing 2008, Ed. Clive Thompson
Technology takes on many forms, and its usefulness has been debated by many people, from those in the popular media to hardened academics.  Various forms of technology have been developed and altered even during our own lifetimes.  What are these new technologies?  How do they affect our personal lives?  How do they impact the society in which we live?  What is their place in our culture?  Have they been beneficial or harmful?  These are some of the questions we will consider over the course of the semester.  

Course Description
EXP201 will deal with many of the same concepts discussed in EXP101.  In this course we will explore writing as a tool to sort through issues and as a method of formulating, developing, and refining arguments and ideas.  Good writing is as much about quality thinking as it is about putting words down on the page.

Because the act and process of writing is similar whether you’re a novice or an expert, we will explore some of the same avenues that you have previously discovered.  However, I hope that this class gives you the opportunity to take the discoveries you have made in 101 or other classes and take them to the next level.  This class will give you the chance to hone and practice your writing skills.  

I would encourage you not to look at this as a class that will teach you how to write.  Nor should you approach the course thinking that since you received good grades in the past, you have nothing to gain.  Hopefully this class will be a place where you can use skills that you have learned and develop them further.  The second half of this course will focus on that inquiry as you are asked to take what we have discussed over the semester and develop your own project on which to work, creating and delving into something meaningful for you.

Another major component of this class will be self-evaluation and self-assessment.  As you practice any skill, you need to evaluate where you are in the learning process.  If you play baseball for example, you would need to know that you have to improve your fastball.  Writing is no different.  In order to improve, you need to know where your weaknesses lie, and this class will provide an environment in which you can find and assess those areas of difficulty on your own. 
I believe that there are several components necessary to develop one’s own writing abilities.  One needs to read others’ work – this includes work from published authors as well as one’s peers; one needs to analyze these texts, finding sections that work and others that don’t; and, obviously, one needs to write.  Because all of these aspects of writing can benefit from discussion and the thoughtful exchange of ideas, this class will not be a lecture.  It will primarily be a workshop and forum for discussion.  The focus of this class is not to simply present finished works or fully-formed ideas.  Because writing, contrary to popular belief, is not something that must happen alone and in a vacuum, the structure of this class will be one in which we will discuss, debate, analyze, and explore a variety of texts, including your own.  

Because thinking and discussing are such important aspects of the writing process, class time will only infrequently be used for the actual act of writing.  I will at times ask you to write short pieces in class, however, most often our meetings will be used for the discussion of ideas and of texts, both those you are writing and those you are in the process of reading.  Even if no writing ever takes place in the classroom, some of students’ most important work frequently happens there, and as such, it is essential that you be at, and participate in, every class.

Since this course is about thinking and the development of writing, I do not want the focus of the course to be on grading.  Additionally, I believe reflection on one’s own work is an integral part of the writing process.  Because of these two things, I have devised a system, which we will discuss in more depth later, that deemphasizes grades and focuses on self-evaluation. 

Final Notes
For any class to be successful it must maintain some degree of fluidity.  While I have given you an outline of structure of the class, please be aware that changes can and will be made throughout the course of the semester in order to make our time together more beneficial and productive for everyone involved.

Also, please note that some of the materials we read or view, those brought in my myself or by those in the class, may contain material – language, images, or content – that some may find objectionable.  If this is of concern to you, please talk to me immediately at the beginning of the semester.   

Finally, and most importantly, if you have any problems or concerns as the semester progresses, please contact me.  I can be reached by email, and I keep regular office hours.  If there is an issue, please approach me as soon as it arises.  

COURSE POLICIES

Attendance/Class Participation
· You must attend every class and participate actively and meaningfully in class work and discussions.  

· You will be held responsible for all work and information covered in class.

Preparedness

· You must arrive on time and prepared.  This means having your paper printed, having the appropriate texts, and being ready to actively participate in exercises, workshops, or discussions.

· Laptops are not allowed in class.

Assignments

· Assignments are due at the beginning of every class period.

· All assignments should be typed and free from grammatical and typographical errors.  

· I do not accept late work.

· I do not accept work that is emailed to me.

· All assignments are due on their due date, regardless of whether or not you are in class.  Missing class is not an excuse for turning in work late.

Rewrites

· I will accept rewrites of any papers (not preparatory work).

· All rewrites must be turned in with the original draft with my comments or they will not be accepted.

· I expect any rewrites to be thorough; changing only the mechanical issues I point out will not change your grade. 

News Assignments/Blackboard

· One ongoing assignment will be to regularly read online articles and post your analysis of them on Blackboard.  You will need to regularly check our Blackboard site to post assignments and replies.  

· Additionally, I will keep your assignments posted on Blackboard.

Grading

· I grade rigorously; a B is a good grade.

· You will not earn an A for mediocre work.

Grade Breakdown

Attendance/Participation: 15%

News Assignment: 10%

Argument Paper: 15%

Analysis Paper: 15%

Research Project: 


Draft 2:  5%

Final Draft: 20%


Oral Presentations: 5%

Homework/Preparatory Assignments: 15%

Schedule of Assignments

The following is an outline to which we can alter and to which we can add workshops, assignments, and discussions throughout the semester as necessary.
Wed. January 21:  Introduction

Fri. January 23:  Discuss essays: “Doctor Delicious” (p.7), “When the Sous-Chef is an Inkjet” 

(handout)

Wed. January 28: Argument Papers A & B due; discuss Argument/Structure; discuss essay: 

“The Prophet of Garbage” (p.226)

Fri. January 30: Discuss revisions; discuss essays: “Say Everything” (p.19), “How Your Creepy 

Ex-Co-Workers Will Kill Facebook” (p.107), “Plugged Into It All” (handout)

Wed. February 4: Discuss part 1 Everything Bad is Good for You
Fri. February 6: Discuss essays: “Twilight of the Books” (p.197), “The (Josh) Marshall Plan” (p.238)

Wed. February 11: Argument Paper Draft 2 due (revision of either A or B); discuss essay: 

“The Autumn of the Multitaskers” (p.152) 

Fri. February 13: Discuss chapters 1-3 The Dumbest Generation
Wed. February 18: 
Fri. February 20: Discuss chapters 1-6 The Dumbest Generation
Wed. February 25:  Analysis Paper Draft 1 due

Fri. February 27:  Discuss essays: “Polarization of Extremes” (p.62), “The Rise of the 

Plagiosphere” (handout)

Wed. March 4: 

Fri. March 6: Analysis Paper Draft 2 due; discuss Research Project

Wed. March 11:  NO CLASS – Spring Break

Fri. March 13: NO CLASS – Spring Break

Wed. March 18: Library (Argument Paper rewrites due)

Fri. March 20:  Individual meetings, annotated bibliography due

Wed. March 25:  Individual meetings, annotated bibliography due

Fri. March 27:  Abstract due

Wed. April 1:  Research Project Draft 1 due; workshop Research Project

Fri. April 3:  Discuss/workshop Research Project

Wed. April 8:  

Fri. April 10:  Research Project Draft 2 due

Wed. April 15: (Analysis Paper rewrites due)

Fri. April 17: 

Wed. April 22:  Oral presentations

Fri. April 24:  Oral presentations

Thursday, April 30 – FINAL EXAM BLOCK: Final draft of research project due at my office by 11:59pm
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